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November 29, 2021
Iowa County Health Department Continues
Universal Masking Recommendation Due to HIGH Transmission Rate
Iowa County continues at High transmission levels on the CDC map indicating substantial or high
transmission reinforcing the recommendation of universal masking.
Iowa County recommends following DHS and CDC Guidance (see below) related to universal masking
based on our transmission rate/risk level. Iowa County continues to strongly recommend the use of
additional mitigation strategies (physical distancing, hand hygiene, cough etiquette, staying home if ill and
cleaning and disinfection best practice). See page two for more information and links regarding mitigation
measures.
Iowa County, according to the CDC COVID-19 Data Tracker at https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-datatracker/#county-view is categorized as high risk in regards to level of community transmission for COVID19. The recommendation that everyone, including fully vaccinated people, wear a mask when in indoor
public spaces regardless of vaccination status, remains very important, especially in light of the increase in
local case numbers and the concern regarding the new Omicron Variant. Masks are recommended for
people age two and older.
The Iowa County Health Department and the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS)
support the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s recommendations.
Key points from the CDC’s recommendations:
 Everyone, including fully vaccinated people, should wear a mask in public indoor settings in
areas of substantial or high transmission.
● Risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection, severe disease, and death is reduced for
fully vaccinated people. However, since vaccines are not 100% effective
at preventing infection, some people who are fully vaccinated will still
get COVID-19 infection. Fully vaccinated people who do become infected
can transmit it to others. Therefore, fully vaccinated people can further
reduce their risk of becoming infected with SARS-CoV-2 and transmitting
it to others by wearing a mask indoors in public in areas of substantial or
high community transmission.
 Wearing a mask in public is most important for people who are immunocompromised due to
their risk of becoming infected. Fully vaccinated people might choose to mask regardless of
the level of community transmission, particularly if they or someone in their household is
immunocompromised or at increased risk for severe disease, or if someone in their
household is not fully vaccinated. People at increased risk for severe disease include older
adults and those who have certain medical conditions, such as diabetes, overweight or
obesity, and heart conditions. Fully vaccinated people should also continue to wear a mask
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where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations,
including local business and workplace guidance, and in correctional facilities and homeless
shelters. Prevention measures are still recommended in indoor public spaces for
unvaccinated people.
Based on evolving evidence, CDC recommends fully vaccinated people get tested 5-7 days
after close contact with a person with suspected or confirmed COVID-19. and should wear
a mask in public indoor settings for 14 days or until they receive a negative test result.
CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to
schools, regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person
learning in the fall with proper prevention strategies in place.

For more information visit:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm#activity

Mitigation Measures: Physical Distancing; Hand Hygiene, Cover Your Cough, Stay Home When Ill, and
Cleaning and Disinfection Best Practice.
The benefit of physical distancing, hand hygiene, cough etiquette, staying home if ill and cleaning and
disinfection are best practice regardless of vaccination status continues to be important in reducing
disease transmission and keeping people healthy. The Iowa County Health Department encourages every
citizen continue the maintenance of these practices. It is important to be aware and considerate of
persons in our communities who cannot be vaccinated due to current ineligibility because of age or
medical reason, or who may have a medical condition or an immune system that may not have mounted
as strong of an immune response from the vaccine.
See the DHS page COVID-19: Staying Safe in Your Community | Wisconsin Department of Health
Services with several links to CDC guidance. The page details recommendations for specific
activities such as “events, festivals”. Mitigation measures include universal masking at public
events as well as recommending 6 feet distancing with public events.
It is up to businesses or organizing entity to determine how to use this information in their operations
being sure to research and understand the legal considerations and liability. Any entity that is organizing
an event should check with their legal counsel and insurance company to be sure they are operating on a
firm understanding of their liabilities. Likewise, any municipality that is issuing a license or permit for
these types of events should check with their legal counsel and insurance company to be sure they are
operating on a firm understanding of their liabilities. If an entity makes the determination to not follow
current recommendations, that is their prerogative, but an outbreak attributed to that event may be the
burden of the promoters. Furthermore, if an entity does decide to proceed with an event, how will the
safety of participants be planned for, managed, enforced and assured?
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html#print
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
Iowa County Case County and Dashboard: The Iowa County Data dashboard is updated at Official
Website of Iowa County, WICOVID-19 Total number of new positive cases last week
Iowa County Health Department reports the total number of cases is 2928 (11/29/21).
Summary of case data since mid-July in Iowa County.
Weekly Case totals
Week of 7/19/21 = 3 positives
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Week of 7/26/21 = 8
Week of 8/02/21 = 32
Week of 8/09/21 = 26
Week of 8/16/21 = 35
Week of 8/23/21 = 33
Week of 8/30/21 = 28
Week of 9/06/21 = 45
Week of 9/13/21 = 42
Week of 9/20/21 = 62
Week of 9/27/21 = 75
Week of 10/4/21 = 61
Week of 10/11/21 = 56
Week of 10/18/21 = 41
Week of 10/25/21 = 62
Week of 11/1/21 = 61
Week of 11/8/21 = 49
Week of 11/15/21 = 56
Week of 11/22/21 = 81

A summary of dashboard can be found at https://www.iowacounty.org/departments/COVID-19. For key
metrics over the course of the pandemic, see our website which includes a table summarizing key metrics
since July 2020.
If you have not yet received your vaccine, we are here to help. Please visit our website for more
information and a complete vaccine clinic schedule https://www.iowacounty.org/departments/COVID19/VaccineInformation
-end-
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