IOWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

May 4, 2009

The Committee met in the Courthouse Pocket Park, in the City of Dodgeville on Monday, May 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. and was called to order by Chairman Bill Ehr.

Committee members present: Nancy Pfotenhauer, Melva Phillips, Kate Martin, Judge William Dyke, Steve Harrington, John Hess, Jim Stroschein, Jack and Marian Reynolds, Neil Giffey, Bill Ehr and Greg Klusendorf.  

Also present: Donna Peterson, Cheryl Marr and Kathy Fargo.

Mike Reilly from the Dodgeville Chronicle took a picture of the committee that will be placed in one of the time capsules.  Unfortunately committee member Ken Palzkill was not able to be in attendance due to another meeting.

The committee chose a spot in the pocket park to place one of the time capsules.

The committee then walked to the courthouse parking lot and picked out the spot for the food tent, parking spots for handicap parking and the approximate area for the wagon ride loading area.  The old middle school lot will be used for overflow parking.  There will have to be signs made up that will direct people to the different areas and for the handicapped parking.

The committee recessed to the board room to continue the meeting.

John presented the 6th draft of the schedule.  Kathy Fargo stated that the 4-H groups planned to have the food tent open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  This will not change the times of the celebration that are shown on the schedule.

Motion by Nancy, second by Judge Dyke to accept the schedule as presented.  Carried.

Greg informed the committee that Iowa County Board Chairman Mark Masters would like the committee to be present at the May 19th County Board meeting so their time and effort can be recognized by the County Board.
Nancy handed out the tentative contents of the Sesquicentennial Book.  There will be a few last minute items to complete but overall the book is on schedule.  The committee acknowledged the vast amount of time and effort Nancy and Melva have put into the book.
  Decisions made on the To-Do List:

1. Chairman Ehr stated that Tom Mueller will donate a tent, tables and chairs for the food tent.  Brad Wells will donate the time to set up the tent, tables and chairs.  The committee was very appreciative of this.  

2. The Commemorative Book is on schedule.

3. Discussed some route options for the wagon rides.  It was decided that it is important to go by the Governor Dodge Cabin.  A map of the city will be taken to the next meeting so the route can be finalized.  Steve will check with the Teamsters to see the approximate distance they can travel in a half hour.

4. Judge Dyke felt the courthouse walking tour should start at the parking lot entrance, go up the stairs, through the board room, down the hall to the courtroom, down the steps and past the veteran’s displays.  He also stated that he was informed by the Iowa County Bar Association that they will have two members to conduct the tours.

5. Nancy said the plans for the Forgiveness Ceremony are still being worked out.  They would like to release 150 balloons to represent the 150th anniversary of the courthouse.  They figured the cost for the balloons would be $65.00 to $75.00.

Motion by Kate, second by Neil to pay up to $75.00 for the balloons.  Carried.

6. Donna got prices for a washing station from two companies.  ABC in Muscoda wanted $80.00 and a company in Darlington wanted $65.00 to $70.00.  Since a small part of Muscoda is in Iowa County and some committee members were familiar with ABC the consensus of the committee was to choose ABC.  Donna will make arrangements with ABC to supply the washing station.

7. Greg said Dodgeville Police Chief David Kieffer stated the cost to man the detour of the state highway with eight officers is $320.00 per hour.  Greg had talked to Iowa County Sheriff Steve Michek and Steve stated that the county could supply 4 officers so the city would only have to supply four.

Motion by Marian, second by Steve to have the City of Dodgeville use four officers and reroute the state highway traffic from 12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m. at a total cost of $320.00.  Carried.

8. Donna asked if the front door of the courthouse was going to be locked during the commencement ceremony.  It was decided that the door should stay locked during the entire day.

9. Donna stated that we could use the UW-Extension sound system for the commencement ceremony.

10. Judge Dyke agreed to be the Master of Ceremonies for the event.  The committee discussed the schedule of the commencement.  The consensus of the committee was to have a benediction and that Iowa County Supervisor Peter Berg should perform it.

11. Jim said that he had talked to Ben Russell and that he had agreed to take pictures of the celebration for placement in one of the time capsules.  The committee decided that they would not be placed in the buried capsule, but  rather the one that will be in the courthouse vault.  That will give Ben time to process them because that vault will not be sealed until the committee meets to decide what other items to place in it.

12. If the weather is bad the commencement ceremony will be held in the courtroom and the music and wagon rides will be cancelled.  The food stand will remain open.

13. Chairman Ehr said he could borrow a couple of long extension cords for use by the band and food tent.

14. Greg said that he was told by the High School computer class teacher that they would not have time to design a flyer.  Jim showed the committee one he had made up and it was well liked.  The committee wants to see what it would cost to have the Dodgeville Chronicle print and stuff them.

15. Greg had spoken with the City of Dodgeville and was told that we could use some of their 55 gallon drum barrels for trash collectors.  He will see if the Highway Department can pick them up and place around the courthouse as needed.

The courthouse bell will be rung at 12:30 or about the time the bike riders assemble at the courthouse.

It was decided that the Legion should be asked to see if they would raise the 33 star flag at 1:00.  The committee would like the Boy Scouts to retire the flag at the end of the celebration at which time the bell will be rung again.

Jack will get prices to print 150 posters which were designed by Kylee Hawkinson at the Dodgeville High School.

Motion by Nancy, second by Kate to have Jack spend up to $150.00 for printing posters.  Carried.

The next meeting will be Monday, May 18, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Kate, second by Neil to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.


Greg Klusendorf

