IOWA COUNTY COURTHOUSE SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

April 20, 2009

The Committee met in the County Board Room, Courthouse Annex, in the City of Dodgeville on Monday, April 20, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. and was called to order by Chairman Bill Ehr.

Committee members present: Nancy Pfotenhauer, Steve Harrington, Ken Palzkill, John Hess, Jim Stroschein, Jack and Marian Reynolds, Melva Phillips, Neil Giffey, Bill Ehr and Greg Klusendorf.

Also present: Donna Peterson, Joy Gieseke and Cheryl Marr.

John presented the 5th draft of the schedule.

The changes made were:

1. The music by the Fly Right Band will begin at 11:30 and play until 12:30.  At the end of the Commemoration Ceremony they will play for another hour.

Motion by Neil, second by John to approve the schedule with the change.  Carried.

Nancy handed out a production timeline for the book.  She is still in need of some items such as some photographs of some past county chairman and more information on the 1995 courthouse addition.

Joy informed the committee on things that will be taking place in Mineral Point.  It will start off with a ceremony at the site of the original courthouse with speeches and a person(s) in period dress.  They may possibly have a balloon release.  After the ceremony the bikers will ride to Dodgeville and meet at the hospital so they can come to the courthouse as a group at which time the Forgiveness Ceremony will take place.  It is hoped the mayors of Mineral Point and Dodgeville will sign Proclamations and shake hands at the ceremony.  Joy is also looking into having some t-shirts made up to sell.
  Decisions made on the To-Do List:

1. The Schedule was set earlier in the meeting.

2. Bill will check on the table and chairs and Greg will check on garbage bins.

3. Neil and Ken will work out a route for the wagon rides.  Jack will try to get the tour guides.

4. Greg will check with Judge Dyke to see if attorneys would lead the courthouse tours.

5. Jack and Marian will visit the municipalities to get items for consideration to be put in the time capsules.  Greg will check with Lands’ End to see if they would like to donate an item of clothing and a catalog.

6. A picture of the County Board will be taken at their next meeting for the booklet and time capsule.

7. The committee will start the next meeting in the courthouse pocket park to pick a spot for the time capsule.  Greg will check with Mark to see if he would dig the hole for the capsule.  The committee decided on the style of lettering for the granite and Donna will let the Dodgeville Monument Company know which one to use.

8. Greg stated that Alliant Energy will make power available at a power pole on the south side of the courthouse that will serve the food tent and band.  An electrician will have to set up the outlets.

9. Donna will check into a water station that could be placed by the food tent.

10. Greg will find out which courthouse offices will be open from 11:30 to 3:00.

11. The Display Committee will find some people to watch over the displays in the Board Room.

12. Greg will talk to the Dodgeville Chief of Police to see if Iowa Street could be blocked off from 12:00 until 2:00.

13. Donna will check to see if the UW-Extension sound system would be available for use at the Commemoration Ceremony.

14. Nancy and Jim are going to see if Ben Russell would be available to take pictures of the celebration so they could be included in the time capsule.

Cheryl Marr told the committee of her interest in the courthouse because her great grandfather was the architect for the original courthouse.  The committee was very impressed with this and is looking forward to making a display of some of her courthouse items.

Motion by Steve, second by Marian to reimburse the Teamsters $200.00 for bringing two wagons and horses to the celebration.  Carried.

Neil showed the committee samples of the postcard and bookmark that will be given away.

Motion by Jim, second by Nancy to approve the design and have Neil order the postcards and bookmarks.  Carried.

Donna informed the committee that UW Extension was putting out another news release concerning the event.  In upcoming releases and advertising the committee felt it would be a good idea to use a picture of the courthouse.
Greg told the committee that there had been an old wall clock from Caves Chevrolet that had hung in the UW Extension office and conference room for years.  It is no longer in working order.  The clock is large and from approximately 1948.  He also informed the committee that the clock held some meaning with him because his father had purchased the dealership from Mr. Caves.  The committee felt that not only was the clock too large for a time capsule, they are looking to put items from this time frame in the capsules.  Greg stated that he had talked to UW Extension and told them if the committee did not want to use it that he would like it.  The committee felt that since the clock was not in running order and it had a family connection that it would be alright for Greg to have the clock.

Greg said that Alliant Energy had looked at where we would like to have power and said their charge to make it available would be $279.00.  The electrician’s charge to install outlets would be less then $200.00.

Motion by Jim, second by Melva to have the electrical work done so there would be power for the food tent and band.  Carried.

Greg informed the committee that he had submitted a grant application to Alliant Energy asking for $300.00 to help defray the expenses.

As display items come in the committee would like to have them tagged so they are returned to the rightful owner.  They would like to have everything submitted by June 1st.

There were ten different poster ideas submitted by one of the Dodgeville High School computer classes.  The committee was impressed by the quality of the work.  Of the ten, the committee liked three about equally the same.  The one chosen is by Kylee Hawkinson, but she will be asked to make a couple of changes.  Greg will go up to the class and explain what the committee would like.
The next meeting will be Monday, May 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.


Greg Klusendorf

